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MARKS OR CHARACTERISTICS OF PERFEC T LOVE, 


If the doctrihe of Holiness or Christian perfection i is true, then it will follow, 


that it is our duty and priy lege, even in the. present life, to realize in our own, souls 
the fulfilment of that great command, ‘thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
* thy heart.’ In other words, we must possess what may properly be called perfect : 
love. Accoddidily it becomes a very important and interesting inquiry, Whencan, 
our love properly be saidto be perfect? It will be our object 1 in the remaris which 


follow, to endeavor to answer this inquiry. | 
“In the first place, perfect love, (that is to say, such lage as our Saviour requires 


us to. exercise ap implies the removal or extinc tion of all SELFISHNESS. So long 4i 
as there 1 is selfishness in the, heart, even ‘in the least degree, there cannot be that. 
perfect: love, which Christ requires, : Bat in making this statement, we ought per 


haps to keep in mind the distinction, which mental philosophers very properly 
make, between SELF-LOVE and SELFISUN Ess. Self- ‘love is the name for that implant- 
ed \ desire of happiness,-whieh is natural to the. human mind ; and which, in its 
- legitimate exercise, can never fail to be approved by the ereat Being who implant- 


ed it, selfishness, considered asa state of the, inind, is the undue, excessive, or jnor-. 


-dinhte exercise of the principle of SEL F-LOYE; an. exercise which is inconsistent 


with the claims of our fellow men upon us, and particularly the claims of our 


heavenly Father. Selfishness, theretore, must be removed from the heart before 


there cair be perfect love. 
In the second place, there must be not only. a ‘removal or extinction’ of that 


- which is opposite to love 5 but also the affirmative or positive {existence of love 
‘itself in the soul. ‘Bat the question arises here, What is love? It may perhaps” 
_be difficult to define this state of mind with much exactness ; but we find on’ a 
careful examination of it, that it is susceptible of being resolved into two elements, » 
FIRST, a complacency or pleasure. in the mere contemplation of the object which i is 


loved, and seconp, a desire of good to that object. We are not only pleased with 
but we desire also, which is of still greater moment, 


a, 


the object, which is one thing ; 


to co-operate with it in its own personal plans of action and happiness. 
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: complacency in the object, and sKCOND, a desire to do good to that object. 


the various forms-and degrees’ of filial love. 


We now proceed to inquire, When this lives may be fegarded as perfect ; in ether. 
words, When shall we know, or at least have reasonable grounds to believe, that 


we fulfillin our own hearts that great and excellent command, Thou shalt love the — 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and soul and mind and strength ?—Love toa_ 


human object, it will be remembered, embraces two things; First, a pleasure or 
When 
speaking of God, who sustains to us a relation higher and different from that 
sustained. by human. beings, we may with propriety alter the form of expression 
slightly, although with essentially the same idea at the bottom, and say that love 


to God embraces two things ; FIRST, a pleasure or complacency i in his character, and 


SECOND, a desire to promote his slong: Accordingly the first mark of perfect love pe 


to God is an entire approbation of and delight in his character in all respects. In 
other words, approving and complacent emotions, without the least intermixture 


of doubt and dissatisfaction, arise in view of his power and justice, as well as of his 


goodness andgnercy, so that we delight truly and continually in his. whole charac- 


ter, and in all the exhibitions of his character, as they are actually made known to’ 


us in thie Holy Scriptures or in any other way. A second mark of perfect love is, — 


decisive characteristic of this complex mental state, in such a degree, that we are 
not conscious of having any desire or. will at variance with the will of God. ~In 


other: words, it is our sincere and constant desire to do and to'suffer in all things — 


the will of God. When such is the case, when there isan entire and cordial acqui- 
escence of our own will in the will of God both to do and to: suffer, we have the 


-gecond mark, and probably we may add tne most important and satisfactory gne, 


that our love is perfect. The nature of the human mind is such, that we never can 


have an entire and cordial acquiescence in the will of God in all things, without 
an antecedent approval of and. complacency | in his character and administration.— 
Accordingly ‘the second ‘mark, viz.,a will entirely accordant. with lost in the 
willof God, is: of itself sufficient. by this, as su; pose, we wheth- 

ay er love is or is ‘not perfect, eh | 


We may, perhaps, illustrate this view of the subject, by what w we é sometimes notice 
We will take, in the first place, the — 
ease of a child, whois sincerely to his fativer, but who, as we sometimes 

express it, exhibits “ a will of his’own.”” This child, undoubtedly, loves his father 


much; but at the sametime he. not. shear do, with entire pleasure and 
‘Teadiness, what his father wishes him todo. He sometimes hesitates, exhibits a 


clouded brow, or utters an impatient expression, when certain things are required — 


of him. He has certain little objects of his own which he is very much attached to ; 


and if his father’s plans happen to cross and oppose them, he exhibits, ia a greater — 


or less degree, a disposition to set up for himself and to rebel. 


Ss 


And when he out- 
wardly obeys, it is found that he does it reluctantly, and not with a will harmoniz- 


ing and blending with the paternal will. Now we say\very truly, that this child » 

loves his father—perhaps he loves him. very. wuch—and yet it is clear he does not» 

love him perfectly. But when we see a child who is happy only when he sees his 

‘father happy ; ; whose delight it is to anticipate the father’s wishes : ; whose will, by 

a sort of instinctive tendency, is invariably and powerfully united and blended with — 
| the paternal will, so that the ieest opposition between the two woe is a source of 


. the existence of a desire to promote ‘his glory, which is the other higher and more / - 
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ee greatest grief to him, we at once feel, and cannot ‘help feeling, that the love of 
such a child may properly be called perfect. : 

W hat other idea of perfection of love can we have than this? His heart is made 
one with another heart, and what could we ask for more? This, then, is the true. 
mark of perfection in Christian love, viz., an entire coincidence of our own wills 
with the will of God; a full and hearty substitution of the divine mind in the place 
of our own minds ; the rejection of the natural principle of life and the adoption of 
the heavenly principle of life; the expulsion of self from the heart and the en- 
thronement of God there as its everlasting sovereign. (This view, which is practi- 

cally a very important one, seems to be confirmed by what the Saviour says of him-. 
self in a number of passages, John vi. 38, For I came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.’ John iv. 34, “ ae saith 
‘unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 
‘Hebex. 9, Then said he, Lo, I.come to do thy will, O God.’’ The same idea, viz., 
that perfection of Christian love exists, and exists only in connection with a will 
united to and perfectly. coincident with the. will of God, is conveyed im that inter- 


ésting passage, Mark ii. 34, 3, « And he looked round abouton them which sat — 


“about him, and said, Behold my. mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.” Matt. vii. 


21, “ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the minigdout of 


heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which} is in heaven,” 
A number of inferences follow from these views. : : 
_First,—A. person who has perfect love will love his Bible ‘nse all other books. _ 
h will be dear to his heart, an inexpressible treasure. And the reason is: obvious. a 
Tt i is because in the Bible he learns the will of God; while he delights, more nga ; 
_in any. thing else, to do and to suffer’. 


love will exhibit.a trait of permanency. and perseverance under 


the most trving circumstances. Our fears and hopes vary ; our joys and sorrows ; 


vary; but we may reas <onably expect, that. perfect love will continue ‘the same. 


There is no reason why it should. change, since the object” at. which it aims is the 
with the’ immutable will Gods Aecdpdinggly, when in ‘the providence of 
God we are afflicted, our joys will be less, bat there will be no diminution of love. | 
Joy flourishes in the sunshine, but ove crows and flourishes in the storm also. 
God may hide’ his face from us, but hearts of love still look in that direction where 
his face is.’ The Saviour ona certain occasion was greatly afflicted. His language 
was, “ My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.”’ His joy was taken from. 
him, but his love remained. He could still say, while he prayed that the cap 
might, if possible, pass from hia, Nevertheless, notas | will, but as thou wilt.” 
Tuiro,—We are not at liberty. to give up our hope of exercising an acceptable 
love to God, because we are tempted, tried, afflicted, orcalled in any way whatever 
to suffering, sO lang as we.can truly say with our blessed | Saviour, ee Not as I will, 


but as thow wilt.” So ona as we can sily. this, Our life hid with Christ i in. God,” 


we are site in him; and in our: ‘troubles, although we may not have raptures, we 
shall have peace, abiding peace, such as the, world: knows not of. And when the 
day of our visitation is passed, when the light of the divine countenance shines . 
_ through the clouds which he had pleased to throw around us, and we hear the say-) 
ing, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” which we shall sometimes hear even ~ 


: in the present life, that peace will swell, up into a full and solid strain of joy. . 
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FourtH,—We shall love the brethren with peculiar strength. _ Perfect love is the _ 
_ image of Christ in the soul; and wherever we see that image, in whatever denomi- 


nation of Christians, our hearts will recognize the divine relationship, and rejoice:in 
it. Without this strong love to those who bear the divine image, we may be sure 


that our love is not perfect. It is God's great work, and highest delight, to create — 

“this i image in the hearts of men; and if our will is swallowed up in his will, we 

= shall rejoice in it,in some degree as he does, and shall know the delightful meaning | 
of those numerous passages of — which speak of me love of Christians to | 


eachother, T.C. 


Broruer deeply impressed that in order to be 


a Christian in the full meaning of the term, one must be a student, a_ 


-\ constant student, I have, with all decision, made it my one employ, to 
live understandingly ; ; and would be happy i in contributing something 
to the interest of the “ Guide "ss with my favorite signature. At the 


age of twelve years, my attention was attracted from the ordinary les- 
sons of the world to that given by our great Teacher. At that period 


I learned the present effect of repentance, and trust in Jesus for the 
pardon of all the sin and folly of achildish life. From this | proceed- 
ed onward to further knowledge, (not however being a close student,) 


sometimes seeing clearly—more frequently as through a mist, while. 


attempting to know. the meaning of this. or that Christian erace. For 


_ the six years subsequent to the time mentioned, I realized gradual | 
_ advancement in the justified way ; yet. ‘deeply oppressed at times, © 
while thoughts of dissatisfaction discouragement arose, occasioned 
by my too frequent vacillations. I knew, [felt often, i in deep anguish | 
of spirit, that my soul was not deeply fixed by faith in Him whom — 
I desired to love. In such exercises, I saw my need of gaming. that 


point, where the will of the creature ‘is lost in that of the Creator, 
and entire or perfect love is the element of the being. But here, 


the love of self, inasmuch as there existed a fear of the responsibility ar 


~ of great profession, hindered my examining the subject of Christian 
holiness with deep and sincere interest, as one | in which 1 should en- 
~ gage myself, until the autumn of 1836. (I had, from childhood 
~ been so situated as to hear such blessedness frequently spoken of.) 
“At that time while witnessing the exercises of some devoted ones 


~ seeking inward purity, my own state was compared with theirs. I~ 


saw the distance between myself and them as seekers of the grace of 
life. [saw too, and O! how searching! the vast difference between 
myself, and Nim whom I bad called Father! At this time | took 


this subject—entire consecration, with the application of the promises, 


‘For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


é 
| 
? 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
4 
| | 
= 
’ 
| 
iy 
4 " 
i 
} 


Christian Experience. 


: closely in mind; secluded myself for its consideration, when, to my 
own astonishment, f found myself a wavering believer in it. Some, a 
few special ones, may realize this vreat attainment; but so nearly 
angele is it, ft cannot be suited to human nature every where—was 
my mental language. But my wearied, unsatisfied soul, rested not. 
here with the subject. By a train of mental exercises too tedious to -- 
be mentioned, I came to the full and unwavering belief that Christ Je- — 
sus would save any and all of his desiring people from their sins, | 
would they but believe. Yet, stranve to be said, I did not then decide 
to cometo the very point—make the entire consecration at the very 
time, now, though deeply impressed with a-sense of the great want [ 
was suffering, and yet bringing upon myself» My. former devotion 
appeared superficial. 1 had’ indulved a selfishness—a reserve of the 
heart, of some portion of the licart, at-every consecration made hereto- 
—. fore! so that for weeks, and months, Punceasinely eried for a willing- 
to be made holy... [could not wonder, should the reader exclaim, 
What a prayer! for my soul would repeat it, What a prayer! But 
to come to the point of my meaning, | should say 1 was willing for all, 
except a certain responsibility of walking in so narrow a way as would 
be implied ina profession to live free from sin. Fora time sought 
aresting place in good decisions ; resolving to live heartily near my 
Saviour,—muceh in prayer—but would take the course of the majori- 
ty ef Christians in reference to the subject of sanctification, for, 
the present. Need say this was a danverous place? “What spirit- 
ual eye cannot see the danver?» A’ heart unyielding to clear and \— 
‘known duty cannot be ever justified in His sight who requireth the 
whole soul: Thus found it;to0 the deep revret of my heart, now not 
justified. Clouds and darkness rolled in upon me; and while at- 
tempting to carry my decisions into practice, my undesirable state 
was kept in open view 3 and though for a time my resolutions for» 
prayer, and separation from that which was unholy, were kept rigor-" 
~ ously, discouragement had unseen influence ; insomuch that uncon- 
~ sciously my purpose was yielded, and general decline perceptible. ‘The 
passing of days and weeks, was but the constant reminding that the 
influence of the creature’s will brings deathlike blight, and Jays low 
the cultivation of every Christan grace.: ‘The winter had passed 
which broueht me to March, 1837, but the dreariness and bleakness 
of the mind had not gone : neither was there any sign of verdure, 
waters, and fruit, Yet secing my state, having no rising hope) 
for the better, while in. that position, my judgment was called upon 
to compare the points ; that of livin in partto self, with that of entire, 
~ constant and everlasting consecration to the King of kings, and, Lord 
of lords. In answer to earnest supplication, the value of eternal 
things, with the privilege of walking with Chirist, were brought near, | 
so that ay judgment saw the exceeding benefit of living for holiness. 
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At this time, in this ight, I made the decision. felt, T now ra 
that by divine grace, it wasa final decision. | desired only to be 
prepared to live so as to fulfill the blessed commands, living for souls : 
by my hand it was recorded, by my heart it was repeated: to seek 
entire death to all but that which should please my Lord. Now my 

‘heart was set upon unreserved living to him who ts invisible: a life 
of faith, purity of heart, present salvation from all sin. Here com- 
menced my seeking this distinct, comprehensive attainment. Now 


ly word, successive hours in prayer became absorbing ; meantime, 
I fell into many errors; such as seeking “a preparation to be made 
holy ; to be prepared by good works and good emotions, in order to 
exercise the true faith. And again, so great inconsistency did 1 see 
in happiness without holiness, that I resolved to be unhappy in mind, 
until pure in heart; (1 mention these paruculars thinking 
they will meet the eye of some one thus: inclined) thus | condemned 


companions of all my hours. | Autumn again returned, and found my 
state not perceptibly changed. Now I seemed in a thicket. Not 
having had personal instruction from those who understood the deep 


‘stand, my errors had become multiplied. Where am 1? Have mer- 
ey, Lord ! expressed my heart. At this time | resolved to go toa 


4 


= 


“ precious faith.’ My thirsty. soul panted for instruction. This 
~~ received there; and from-those’ too, who had in clear remembrance’ 
the darkness fron which. they had just emer ved ; they taught the way | 
oe, faith ; all was: clear to me, but_one dark Step 5 ‘this my philosophiz- 


‘enced : fasting, pr aying and: hearing seemed alike fruitless; for 
stopped at the main: point, " believe: that ye Aave the things that ye 
ask, and ye have thein ;” and so tenacious did I find myself of my sup- 
-. posed | understanding of the way to receive the blessing for which | 
plead, that a kind of: triumph frequently arose, that 1 had been kept 
from so great an inconsistency ; saying, a thorobeh work I] must have, 

if life itself must be a sacrifice. ‘The privileges ‘of this meeting baet 
and my object not attained. How i insecure and wretched, did 
then feel myself to be! One day, With a journey of “sixty miles, 


Through the privileges of this, I passed in like exercises, until nearly 
the last day of social exercises there. ‘Inereased: inclinations to des- 
pair of becoming free from the bondage of sin, with a_dsead untold of. . 
a future life, long or short, without holiness, prod ed emotions un- 
utterable. Not the excitement of the exercises others did seek ; 


\ 


my unutterable desire was redlteed, Searching the heart by the ho- | 


myself inost rigorously for feeling the least rising of Joy, until thor- — 
oughly pure in heart. Gloomy. agonizings and despairinus. were the | 


workings of the heart when firmly set for that it does not fully under- 


“ tented grove,” where much, probably, would be said and felt of the - 


ing feelings wou Id, not assent to, Such a week | had never experi- . 


brought me to another meeting of the same. character ‘as the former. 
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Christian Experience. 


but close and convincing teachine. now found T had fained noth- 
ing by long seeking and | by my repeated trfals to get the heart piaced 


aright. | farther frou the ‘salvation, than at any 


“ment before. While feeling that the point of hae CISION Must soon 


turn, general despair, or victory, | called the promise to mind, ‘“be- 


_hieve that ye have the things ye ask,” &c., andasked, Can it be, it 
should be iaken-coldly, intellectually > would it, could it bie thus ¢ 


my infidelity in this; decided to do it, hazardine all, for no other re-* 


sort did I know ; all else had come. short. [ took the blessed Book, 
turned to the promise, retired where no human eye Was sceiny, no 


human ear was hearing; knelt holding forth the hand of: faith re- 


solving intellectually to believe it, to continue to believe it, and yet 

believe, j irrespective of emotion ; for my emotions now seemed dead ; 

I must take it thus, or have it ini, at all. One half hour, and yet 
without perceptive change ; constant intellectual exercise of counting 
myself dead to sin, and free therefrom, as [ performed the condition 
“required for it ; (w hich is the simple believing, in itself) without any 
evidence of it, save: the veracity of Him who had protnised ;—be lias: 
Ing absolutely, hoping against hope, with an effort to Feniehaber the 
Father i is ever the same, the Fountain for cleansing, opened by the 
crucified Jesus, ever the sane. <A long time elapsed, and Thad yet 
_to say coldly intellectual; yet | will, | do believe.” Nowa restiny of 
spirit 1 began to realize, as | forvot self, While gazing at Christ ;_re- 


membering when we cease from own. W orks; (or c{lorts) Wwe en- 
into rest, the rest of faith. And lo! the Is gone? the way» 
js clear! all. was done by my. Lord,-and hadbeen done since the ‘proms 


ya sense not known to me hofore, ‘did 1 feel « the s sacred awe that: 
dares not move, and all the silent hanven of love?” All ds God, was 
my spirit It is enough! Albus welll! Salvation | elf 
cone and Christ liveth! Deep, unbroken, low ed poace, witha sie 
‘Tent triumph filled the soul, and more and nore so, while confession 


~was made thereof. Having reecived Chiist by faith, pur-- 


“pose was and is, so to walk in Thin. (By faith we stand, iby the mo- 

ment! How dependent ! Every moment the blood of. sprinkling we, 
“believe for, by which we have aeceptance. ) Having, with all His 
creatures, ‘the-constant aid’ of divine erace; irrespective of sieht, my 


shall-ever ascend in faith ; “though it sometimes be upon nes na- 
arm of absolute believing. Thanks be unto God who viveth the 


present: victory through our “Lord So Tet it 
STUDENT. 
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FIRS'C PRINCIPLES. 
Extract from on Sunetification. 


Hearer. Sir, ask you a few questions concerning 


Preacher.” Certainly, a8 many aS you please ; and Iam ghd hat 


you begin to make such inquiries. 


H. Atis high time I did; for T confess that I have been too care- 


~ Jess and indifferent about my spiritual concerns. I have not been 


what God requires, but hope soon to be in a better state. — 
_P. This is very well; and God has promised, “Ifthe wicked for- 


his w ay, and the man bis and return to 


him, that he will have mercy pon him, and abundantly par don him. i 
(fsaiah lv. 7.) | 


H. This is one of the things I know,—whether, 


all my sins, [can hope for forgiveness from God: You have, how- 
ever, satisfied my doubts on that head, by the Scripture yor have 


P. However numerous, great and scitaicpaed the sins of men may 
be ; or how long soever they may have. persisted in. them ; or how 


unprofitable and unworthy they may bein the sight of Heaven) if 


they forsake them and come to Jesus Christ, he says he ¥ will in NO 


Wisk cast them out.” (Jolin vi. 37.) \ | 
'Vhis is encouraging. Bat willnot some think, ‘that ‘hie iS like 


giving a license to sin ; for if men be forg given,  do.as please, 
they not sin the more? 


There may be such Vile. ‘persons say, 4s ‘Let. us ‘sin ‘thar. 
grace may abound ;”’ bat such are in a most aw (iil state and nust be- 
deft to their righteous Judge. ‘This is far from being my meaning : 


and the cause ‘of your remark sceins to be, that Lam only spoakine ¢ of 


| the worst characters among men, \ hen the truth | IS, that what | have 


said is more or less applicable to all ; which, I think may be acd 
clearly to appear. 


H. That we may be worse in hi swht of God than we imagine, 


_may be wue; for there are doubtless many sins committed which ee 


forgotten ; we many things may be sinful which we do not consider 


_as such; and our self- lover makes us closs over many things w hich are 
| ‘Roy right before Him that tries the heart: os 


OP. ‘True: there is much more of this} in the w orld then men are 


aware’ of, and this is one reason-of” their looking only” to the more 


enormous offences : ; and hence conclude that there 7 iS much. less SID | 


the earth than God's word declares. 


H. How shall | come to the true knowledve of this ary How 
“shall I see into the exceeding sinfulness’ of sin?” 
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By the law of God contained in che 


This is the glass which shows the present weak, sinful, and imper- 
fect state of man, Here shine the clorious perfections of God, espe-. 


cially bis greatness in commanding , his wisdom in appointing, and his 
justice In insisting on these rules of “righteousness to his rational crea- 


‘tures. In this moral law, which is holy, j just, and — good, we behold 


unspotted holiness, and transcendant excellency ; aad how In pos- 
sible it is to break this law, and not forfeit his favor. 


—Itis by this law, brought home to the conscience by the Spirit of | 
God, that sinners discover their true state of mind, “ for by the law 


is the knowledge of sin ;” and by the law they read their condemna- 
_ tion, “ for the law worketh wrath ;” and being once broken, right- 


- eousness can never come by it to any soul ; for “he that ‘offends in 
one point” is considered as being guilty of all;” and hence it can. 


save none: but through the divine mercy It is used with other means 


as a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we may be “ justified by | 
faith, for “if righteousness came by the law, Christ died 


vain.” But who will affirm this? Who will say he died in vain? 


No: our salvation is wholly through» him ; and to. him we > must, 


have recourse, or perish eternally. 
Let me now present you with this law for this purpose ; ‘not to set 


you upon keeping it for your jusufication ; but, first, as a means of - 
convincing you of sin; and, secondly, asa rule of life for you to walk 


by, when you have obtained mercy of the Lord, and as that standard 
by which God will judge the orld, (Rom. 12.) 


First Command. “Thou shalt have none other ‘Gods. but me.” 

God, the glorious maker and supporter of all things, by whose ~ 
we are sustained, and by whose grace we are. redecmed, 
the only God we should acknowledge and. “worship : he alone is 
“be feared. loved, honored, and obey ed and all other beimgs.in 
en, earth, or hell, are to be considered. as nothing, and totally disre- | 
garded, i in comparison with him. And thew orship we pay lini must: 


not be dead, formal, and hy pocritical ; but sincere, fervent, spiritual, 
grateful, and such as he requires In his holy word. All, therefore, 


who forget, neglect, desptse, and hate him ; all who his 
nances, ‘and refuse to pray to him, to praise and love hin ; all who. 
offer him mere lip-service, and draw hear. to him in person, while. 


their hearts are far from him ; all who nevleet to read or hear lus holy 


word, that they may know his will and do it;-and all-who do note 

give hearts to him, are breakers of this first comniandine 

_And now [leave you to judge whether you are guilty or not ouilty. a 
Second Command, ‘Thou shalt not make to thyself any wen 


imave, or the likeness of any thing that is m heaven above, or in the 
earth the waters under. the earth: thou sh: nol bow 
down to them nor W orship them : for I the Lord thy Godam a jealous 
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God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon she-children, ‘unto the third 


and fourth veneration of them that hate me: and show mercy unto 


thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandinents.”’ 
This commandment forbids all kind of idolatry, or the worshipping 


ef the true and living God in an erroneous manner. It also forbids 
the substituting of the creature or created things in the place of the 
great Creator, s seeking our happiness in them instead of him, or in 
thing which stands in opposition to him. Whatever is loved. fear- 


ed, obeyed, followed, and imitated more than God, is to us an ‘idol ; 

that is our God; All inordinate affection places us in the same state, 
Thus the covetous man makes a god of his wealth; the ambitious. 
man of his honors; and the voluptuous man, of his pleasures and 
sensual gratifications ; all which is contrary to the love of God, and 
to that worship and obedience which are due to him, and Ww hich. are 

paid him by his servants; and brings his displeasure down upon such 


-as hate him, and upon their offspring who tread in their steps, to the 


third and fourth generation. 
This commandment also forbids the broaching of ene doctrines, 


- ereeds, and ceremonies, as coming from: God; of all superstitious 


services, fanatic devotion, cruel rites, and formal and hy pocritica] 
services : for God is a jealous God, and all attempts to impose upon 


or deceive him are vain and impious. He requires our hearts ; and_ 


if we refuse to offer them to him, whatever-else we: place them upon 


is idolatry and_ wickedness in His sight, who sees and knows us alto- 


gether. Now think: are you cuilty or not guilty? 
Third Command, “ Phou shalt not take the name of the Laid a 


thy God in vain : the ford will not hold him that taketh 


~ his name in vain.’ 


This commandment not. ‘only forbids the Vehtand irreverent use of 
“any of the names by which God has revealed “himself to us in his holy \ 
word; but all trifling with his nature, perfections, services, and gov- 


ernment. — There are some, who, upon any surprise, will exclaim, IP. 
impious way, “ Good Lord! Lord, bless\us!’ “ Lord 


“God have mercy!” &c. Others will awtully swear by him, both 
wn their mirth and malice ; and wish the bitterest wishes to shisnseblves : 


ee || they do, or do not, act ‘thus or thus, which they think no more of, 


nor perhaps ever Others W ill blaspheme God himself, or | 
“call upon him to exert lis vengeance, to curse either. persons or things 
which have displeased them, in defiance of that word, ‘* Bless, ‘and Lae 
curse not.”’.. There are Nose also who will ridicule the exercises of 
“piety, and those that envave in them by the divine command, » But 
all such as do these thines should remember, that He who sees, buses, | 

and knows all thins, will bring them toa surict account. you’ 
here plead cuilty or not 


Bourth Command. Re nember that th :0u ikeep holy ihe sabbath 
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day. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thou hast to do; but the. 


seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou shalt do 
no manner of work, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, and thy maid-servant, thy cattle, and the stranger that is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord made Heaven and earth, 


fore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.” 


~ "This commandment forbids the profanation of the Lord’s day in 
the most solemn manner. If you should ask how this day is profan- — 
ed, it is answered, By not remembering its institution, its design, its 
| importance, and its superior excellence, when compared with that — 


_ portion of our time which is dedicated to secular purposes. (Isai. lviii. 
¥ 13, 14.) By spending it in worldly concerns ; buying, selling, labor- 


ship and service of God ; in feasting, revelling, gaming, or riot ; and, 


ae ing days, or neglecting to perform those services of piety and merey 


may be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 


in the Lord, and esteem them highly in love for their work’s sake. 


ed to the obedient. Ask yourself, then, whether this commandment 
has been carefully and religiously observed by you or not. | 
Sixth Command. Thou shalt do no murder. 
whatever ;, wheth- 

er it. be committed out. of revenge, covetousness, pride, or Just.— 


This commandment forbids every kind of murder 


cof it with the most bitter remorse and terrifying accusations. Self 
murder 1s, if possible, more shockiny; ‘because it not only is such an 
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the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : where: 


unnecessary travels or visits ; or indleness, neglecting the wor- 
— iw short, doing any thing which may and ought to be done on work-» 


which that day requires. Have you been or are you guilty of the — 


= breach of this commandment ? 
eee Fifth Command. “ Honor thy father and mother, that thy days 


| _ By this commandment wé learn that it is the duty of children to— 
) pay all due respect to their parents, and to manifest it by the most 
genuine expressions ofaffection and liberality ; avoiding stubbornness, 
self-will, and all unkind and ungrateful speeches and behavior: and 
as all who are placed over us in the order of Providence, whether ~~ 
ministers, mayistrates, or masters, are in a sense, parents, or at least’ 
~ ought so to be, it is incumbent upon us: to fill up the duties of our | 
several stations with fidelity, submission, and diligence: especially 
we ought to love and respect those ministers who are placed over us: 


It is admitted that it is equally the duty of superiors to perform 
their respective services towards such as are placed under them: and | 
if they do them not, they must give a strict account to him who is — 
the Lord of all. The blessing of heaven ts, in this command,:premis- 


Murder is a dreadful sin, highly provoking to God, shocking to human: - 
‘nature, and fills the consciences of the bloody wretches who are guilty 


opposition to God, and so perfectly unnatural in itself, but so com-— 
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_.. pletely excludes the possibility of repentance, as to make eternal 
perdition inevitable. Whatever, therefore, tends to murder ; wheth- 
er anger, malice, excessive self-love, ambition, extravagance, distrust 
of God’s providence, or any other cause, must be considered as a 
breach of this law : and were we to speak of the neglect of the soul, 
and the sins consequent upon it, | know not but this soul-murder may 
also be intended amongst the rest. Here, then, pause, and see how 
far you have, in heart and design, been a breaker of this divine law. 
Seventh Command. “ Thou shalt not commit adultery.” a 
This commandment forbids all sinful intercourse between the — 
sexes, either in a married or single state ; all kinds of whoredom, 
lewdness, and impurity of the heart or senses: premeditated or 
sudden, secret or open, of our own contrivance or that of others. It 
enjoins chastity upon all, and an opposition to-every word, person, 
place or thought that would infringe upon it. It is only known to 
God, and to the offenders themselves, how often and in bow many 
ways this law is violated! ‘The apostle says, it is a shame even to 
speak of these abominations. Now, I leave you to judge, if the heart is 
concerned in this matter, how oft you have transgressedthiscommand. 
Eighth Command. “Thou shalt not steal.”” 
As no man possesses any right, human or divine, to take away my 
character, property, or person, without my consent; so neither have. 
Tany right to take away his; if either [ or he do this, then the 
offending party breaks this righteous commandment. . This law also 
forbids injustice in all its forms and bearings: unjust transactions in 
business; unjust lawsuits; unjust accounts, weights, and measures ; — 


‘ 


and all impositions upon the ignorant and unwary ; all pilfering and 


- Knavery; all extortion and over-reaching; all borrowing with an. 
to deceive; unfaithfulness “in. servitude ; and cruel neglect. 
in defrauding masters towards the persons they employ ;—all these, 
and such like things, as well as avowed felony and robbery, are heré, 
fobbidden. ‘To which may be added, the keeping back the heart. . 
from God, and neglecting to offer those praises, and perform those 
services, which are due to the Divine Majesty. (Mal. iii. 8, 9.)— 
_ Examine yourself whether you are clear. Guilty or not guilty?) 
Ninth Command. “ Thou shalt not bear false witness-against thy 
This commandment forbids all false depositions which any man~ 
may bring against another to his injury, either in a court of justice or, 
man. Whoever is guilty of them stamps his character. with disgrace 
and infamy. All backbiting, slander, and evil-speaking, ina more — 
- private way, are of the same family, and are condemned by the same 
law. O! how oft is the tongue employed in opposition to the heart | 
and to known truth! How often may it be said of the tongues of 


elsewhere... Perjury, lying and deceit, are hateful both to God and 
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Principles. 


that they are set on of hell, by ‘the misthiat they pro- 
duce! Put this question to your heart, Have [never been vuilty, 
from fear, or shame, or covetousness, of uttering falsehood ? Or this, 
Have [ never. brought an unjust accusation against another, or never 
aimed at misrepresentations to his — > Am Tin this respect, 
altovether clear ? 

Tenth Command. “Thou shalt lot covet thy” neighbor's 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his servant, ‘nor’ “Tis 
maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thine that is his.” 

This commandment condemns all discontent and. dissatisfaction in 
“the situation in which Providence has placed us; it also forbids all 
envy at others’ possessions or prosperity, with all unjust and unwor- | | 
thy attempts to raise ourselves by effecting their downfall. — It forbids 
all inordinate self-love, and.all those passions and desires which would — 
lead us to take to ourselves what of right and justice belones to 
another. Covetousness is jdolatry, and the chief spring of all the 
Injustice and deceit that is in the world; and it might be added, of | 
its miseries also, Efere then you nay examine yourself, and know 
whether your. has. ever gone astray,..and whether this 
“Fespect you are guilty or not wuilty before a heart-searching 

Alas! | anyself a culty sinner before God. have 
“broken, this holy. law, and exposed. se ‘If to its, curse and condemna- 
tion: and if Gatniot be saved by conforming in fature to its precepts, 
on what ground can L hope, to be saved ¢ 


P. Tid goodness of God must be the «round of your hope. Wie 
“the Psalinist praye ren when distressed on account of Ins sins, Retnemée 
ber not the of my youth, nor ny trans. sressions 5 ace ording to thy 


mercy, remember thou me for thy GoubNess’ sake, O Lord, | (Psal. 
‘xxv. 7.) And then it is added, Goop and Is the 


| “therefore will he teach sinners in the ay. JANES 
Por the Guide to Christian Perfection, 2 


PROGRESS IN PIR TY. 


‘Ts it not the habit of most Christians, afte r the first fervors of. conversion, See 
content thems ‘ves: wit: ia uniforal practice of the regular dutie Of re maine | | 


taining “a fixed Leinpe r of’ and expect very) ‘appreciable advances: in | 


p: iely, except, it vy be, ins ‘SONS of extri Ty reviv als Atleast it Is 


tli: it. the peop is Ve TY in the ve ral chure h, who, in the strong 


1 Divid, int’ after. the Lord 
e “race.” How it for a racer to’stop at freque ‘nt inte ‘rvals 
| n his arms, woul, as if: 


he christ: mc ourse isre preser. ted as 
in his progress, 


Or ty svart with ardor, and then, 
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| buta feeble conviction of the duty of spiritual progress—of “ going on, 
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no prize challenged him and no spectators gazed athim? Do-most Christians ek- 
_emplify the strong language of St. Paul,“ Seeing we are compassed about with 
go great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us?’ 
What a spectacle would the church exhibit if each member maintained the progres: 
sive spirit of his religion! : 
ter.n revival would become obselete, for the perpetual spirit of the church would 
be lively and active. The culliva ion of a streauous piely would inevitably lead to 
ng sympathy for the unconverted, and the accession Lo the numbers of the 


Of course the collective mass wou'd be progressive ; the 


ciple: Its opptoach will be indicated -by the growth, and its cousumination. accom: 
plished by the entire prevalence fr personal piety. How desirable, then, that we 
wake up the church to regard it! | 
_ By what means can we make more progress in personal piety ? 
reason of our simall progre-s, (first in the order of time as well as in influence,) the 
want of a definite aim towards it? It is to be feared that most Clirtatians entertain 
expresses it. We abandon ourselves to the control-of casual circumstances; and 
are asleep or ‘awake as the influences around us may be dull or quickening, Is 
not this almost universally the case? 
should enter his shop and thoughtlessly take up his tools and apply himselt indis- 
criminately to werk on whatever materials came first. to hand, aud pursue this 
course froin day to day until his apartments should be filled with fragments of 
work, with nothing complet e—no definite and final plan ?. What of an architect who 
should lay his foundations without relerence to the proposed building, ora haviva- 
tor who should spread sails alike toall winds, favorable and: adverse, conte m- 
plating his desired port on his map, bat. not on his compass ?- 


than any thing else we want distinctness, directness, 
ular grace 


in religion More 


ein which youare Inost deficient, and apply. yours: if unto it distinctly and 
- daily until you have attained. it You can pray. for other blessings, 

other Adaties; but let this one be foremost. 
“thing towards it. 


“Think about it, plan for it, Lend CvcTy 


the great sunmunary: blessing. of santification. Whether we attain it gradually or 


_ instantaneously, we must address ourselves to its pursuit directly and earne stly a 


never obtain it.) It is an ace.dent that may or may not occur in our experic nce, 
but an object to be aimed at and labored ler, 


4. 


Again, we should anvke it a‘rule in our devotions, espec: ‘ally in prayer, never to 


fail to receive immediate and sensible communications from Ged. The excellent Mr. 
Benson maintained this resolution to the last; and those who have read his uiemeirs 


the result. ig entirely. a- voluntary. Uber, with ourselt 
ways willing: to ‘legs. Als. 


is’ al- 
Te we apply, to him in faith, nothing ean interle re. The 


we now su preserve ‘ule. amin ina state suited for the veady exery. 

WE appre ach huinan greatness with the same ind’ “fle Ye new do Gi a? 
Could we converse With an earthly sovereien with the same heartle ssness?. Would 


of faith, How re tmarkably are we in our most solemmy devotions, 


a man beg, for his life, as. we plead for cur scu's 


jt 


proportionate tite ace to. its” piety The grand. 


Single out then the partic: 


‘y his advice is applicable not mere ly to individual graces, but to" 


Chtistian, reuse thyself! 
Endeavor to fvel. more fully the reality of the divine pre stiice, cope gially in the 


astic cof he Millennial church will be the distinct and practical recognition of tis 


Is not the first’ 
‘as St. Paul 


Now what woud we think of an artizan who 
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is the in dulgence of some cherished sim. 
of spiritual progress but that ia which we. are ‘S pressing 
| 


Progress in Piety. 


closet. Carry to the p'ace of prayer the purpose not to cease unportunity til] 


art blessed ‘The mere purpose will de ‘stroy most of those desultory thoughts which 


intrude into the sacred retirement, and render its devotions vague and ineffectual: 
If Christ were visibly present at the hour of prayer, would we apply to him ag 
we now do? Would not our every word be more direct, more confident? And is 
he less really present, thouch invisible? Can we not habituate ourselves toa vivid 
and immediate realization of his presence? Who will doubt it ? | 
| Another reason’ is our castal w: ay of reading the scriptures. We frequently say, 
bat. how seldom d do -we- feel, ‘thatthe are the Word of God. What would 
‘be eff of interview wh an angel? But what archangel could 
speak to is as God speaks? If the heavens should open above us only once in our 


lives, and we behold the excellent glory and‘converse with God, would not the 


scene stamp our whole character? Would we be ordinary men afterwards ? 


Would, not its glory, as in the case of Moses on descending from the mount, continue - 


to bean. around our persons ? But God does converse as infallibly with us in- his 
word. Alas: we do not apprehend It. The no doubt have an 
but it is amazing that they’ do not Tiibue and dilate more fully individuals’ 
If the perusal. of classic writings is so important for the formation of'a vigorous and 
_ elegant intellect—if the study of the models of art is so effe clual to the improve- 
ment of genius, what ought to be the effect of a. daily conyerse. with the concep. 
tions of the Infinite Mind ? Now if the classic records or‘the celebrated specimens 
of art were to be glanced at, as slightly, though as habitua'ly,as the scriptures, would 
tuey ever impress. their excellences on the susceptibilities of genius? They must 
be examined; a paragraph or a feature must be studied, thoroughly, laboriously. 
In like manner should the Scriptures ‘he studied. In studying the mod. Ts of taste, 


‘not only must their import be compre hended by the student, but the spirit, the 
aught—uiis is the highest 


“anima which actuates the writer or the artist. ust be ¢ 


attainment of genius. There is much readin + but little study! ing of the 


Our Saviour in his command uses the strongest. langu: age, Searc h the: striptures.” 


| Th point of our, re n LK S TS. simply th tt we should study the word of God dut'y. with abs 


express reference to the improce ment of our pi ety.’ Such a inethod univers: lly. used, 

would develope an efficacy in the truth. whieh would surprise the world. It would 
not be merely like the eflisacy of those OCCAST onal circumstances or impulses which. 
we usually depend upon for spiritual jinptovement,. nor merely like that of the 
‘hortative addresses of the pulpit. ~ These are all enteebled by human frailty. It 
would be ‘potent and sublime from its: association with inimediate inspiration and 
with the purest and grandest truths, such. as occupy angel minds. A Christian 
mind thoroughly con versant with the scriptures, and accustomed to drink from them 
as froma lountain of spiritual, refresh: ne nt, may not manifest such a convulsive 
‘zeal and Spas: modic ‘action as one whielt depe nds on impulsive influences ; 


always he more profoundly, vigorous, and serene ly Spi ritual, like. the deep and» 


steady river in contrast with? its tributary. sire amy ‘that leaps and Aworrie s the 


“neighboring hill side. Search then the : 
‘ Secagiid you by his truth,” and remembe r that his. ‘Sword is truth 

Another reason of the sma. of our efFirts to advance in religion fre quently. 
There is no state of mind whien will 
furward, One sin, 
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however apparently insignificant, may ‘interfere with the most powerful influences, 
like asa sinall object wear the eye may exc:ude the light of the very sun. tec Ael 


regard iniquity in my heart,” says the Psalmist, “the Lord will not hear me.” Do _ 


_ you complain, Christian reader, of the barrenness of your soul, of the feeble influence 
of all the means of grace upon your heart? Pause a moment and inquire if there is 


not some neutralizing element, some favored, perhaps concealed sin. Rest not tH 


it is expelled; Remember the struggle is for your soul; that one sin may be vour 


ruin; unless removed it will be a spring, the secret machinery of which extends 


under all your future destinies, and which, touched some time or other, may ex- 
plode with universal wreck your whole eternity. Lyy aside therefore every weight, 


_ and the sin that doth’ ‘go easily beset thee, and run with patience the.race that is\set 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


“We believe the doctrine of Christian Perfection to be taught i in the Bible, and that, 
too, very directly and plainly. And we find nothing contradictory of that doctrine, 
though there are some texts which, anprepeny enderetond, appear in collision with 
_ those which teach it. a | 


We now introduce from an ‘Essay on Holiness, an illustration of ane of those 
passages of scripture. | 


\, | 


For there is no man that, sinneth ” Kings 9 Vili. 46. “On 


this passage, an eminent divine* says, ** The word translated sinneth, 
jn the original, 1 is in the future tense, which is often used for an in- 
‘definite tense in the potential mood, because the Hebrews have no 
such mood or tense. Therefore our iansialons would only have done 
justice to the original, as well as to the context, if they had rendered 


the whole clause, There as no oman that may not sin ; instead of There < 
as no man that sinneth not.’ ‘The meaning is evidently, there is no | 
who is not liable to sin; that a man actually sins, when he’ 


actually departs from God. Now peccabiiity, or a liableness to sin, 
1S not indwelling sin; for angels, Adam and Eve, were all liable to 


stn in their sinless state. And that there are some men who do not 


actually, sin, is indubitable: 1. From the hy pothetical phrase in the 
context, if any mansin, which shows that their sinning is not unavoid- 


able. 2. From God's anger avainst those that sin, is immedi-. 


‘ately mentioned, Hence it appears that so certain as God 1s not an- 
gry with all his people, some of them do not sin in the sense of the 
wise man ; and3, from Solomon’s intimating, that these very men who 


“have sinned, or have actually departed. from God, may bethink them- . 


selves, rehen, and turn to God with, ALL heart, and with ALL 
their soul, 


His with folly. Job IV. 18. Therefore some 
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it proves too much, and therefore proves nothing. ‘The plain mean- 
ing of the passage is, God alone is absolutely pertect ; the very anvels 


they have received, and are dependent on him for its continuance. 


clean in his sight.” Job xv..15._ 


the beauty, grandeur, and glory of the heavens, are derived, perisha- 
and bear no resemblance to underived, eternal excellency.. God 


_knoweth that his saints are finite, dependent,.accouritable to him, aad 


their nature, 


thine own lips.” Therefore if Job would not, in a self-justifying 


found repentance. 


remarkable instanceof perfect hunality and perfect repentance, hich 


deny Christian perfection. But if this passage disproves the doctrine 
of Christian perfection, it overthrows angelical perfection too ; that is, 


having no wisdom in comparison with his omniscience, none but what 


“ Behold, he putteth no trust: in his saints ; yea, the heavens are 


This passage holds up the same doctrine as that last quoted. All 


on earthy (at, Jeast,) are mutable ; but, notwithstanding all this, they 
may be holy, i. €., possess a finite, derived perfection, according to 
“TET justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say — 
Tam perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.” Job ixi 20. 

Canne on this text, refers the reader to Prov. xxvii. 2: “Let 
another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and 


spirit, assert his perfect holiness, it is enough that the Almighty has — 
pronounced him “ A perfect and an upright man? € bap. 3. But | 
even this-rule, that ‘others must praise us, and not we /oursclves; 1s 
not without exceptions. There are circumstances which may drive, 

an humble man to assert his integrity and virtue. So Paul was “not 
a whit behind the chief of. the apostles :’? so he and Jobn professed 


to be perfect Christians.” Phil. in. 15, and 1 Jolin iv. 17. 


Behold, bam vile ; what-shall Lanswer thee? [will lay 


hand upog my mouth?” Job xh 
This-self-abasement is what every one feels who has perfect humil- 
ity, which is a principal branch of Christian perfection. .The more. 
we see of God’s infinite purity aud holiness, the more we see how far 
below this our derived and finite perfection is. But this humble lane 


guage of Job, does not imvalidate the testimony which God himself 


repeatedly gave concerning his servant. See chap.1.1,8 ; and u. 3. 
“| have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine i 

eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent im dust and 


Here again we have the language of perfect humihty. Jobhad 
of the holiness, glory, and majesty of theveternal 


such a discovery. 


God, that it sunk him into the deepest self-abhorrence, and most pro- 
This / passage, therefore, Instead of overthrowing 
the doctrine of gospel perfection, directly confirms it, by, furnishing a 


/ 


are essential parts of it. 
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“ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” Job - 

We acknowledve that this passage implies our moral depravity by 
nature. But when Job says, ‘‘ not one can bring aclean thing out of 


an unclean,” he certainly means, “not one’? who has not infinite 


ower. Nothing is-too hard for the Lord to do; and he has promised 
to “sprinkle clean water upon us and we shall be clean.” David 
rays, “ Create in mea clean heart,O God. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean.’ Sothe prophet: ‘ Wash you, make you clean. 
Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” Christ said to the, 
disciples, “Now ye are glean through the word which I have spoken 


unto you.”* The above passage, therefore, does ‘not invalidate the 


doctrine of perfect holiness. 


“« What is man that he should be elean? And he which is born of » | 


a woman, that he should be righteous ?”? Job xv. 14. | 


_ Eliphaz probably means here, 1. that no man is clean or righteous 
by nature; 2. that most men are far from being clean or righteous at 
all, since there are comparatively few that truly love and fear God ; 
and 3. that the best of men, in purity and righteousness, are infinitely 


inferior to the Most High. All this we acknowledge ; but to take 
the passage in any other sense, would be, to make it contradict the — 


“ How, then, can man be justified with God? or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman? Behold even to the moon, and it 
shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight: How much | 
less man, that is a worm? and the son of whichis a worm?” 


Job xxv. 4, 6. 


2 


These words of Bildad the Shuhite, may easily, be reconciled to — 
the other parts of scripture which assert Christian holiness. He doubt-_ 


‘Jess means to show the absolute and. incomparable perfection of the 


Almighty, which makes nothing against the inferior and derived, per- 


fection of his saints. We are “justified by-faith,” and made ‘ clean 


through the word of Christ.” The moon, or even. the sun, shineth. 
_ not, when compared with the brilliancy of the divine character 5 the 


stars are not pure in his sight, if brought to vie with his immutable ~ 


_ perfections. The heavenly bodies, being inanimate, have never sin- 


ned; but move or stand, and glow at their Maker’s command. low: 
much less, then, shall man, fallen and depraved by nature, a helpless: 


worm of the dust, vie with Jehovah in excellency and_ power fh Wei 


think the Gentilesage aitered nothing against evangelical! justification 


and sanctification, though he attributes absolute 
__ hor to the heavenly bodies, but to God alone. _ 
 ©Who can say. L hav 

sin?” _Prov. xx. 


perfection not to.man, 


7,10; Isaiah i. 16, and lii. 11; John xv. 3. 
\ \ 


| | 
I am pure from my. 


. © Perhaps Solomon here intends to: Phari= 


see: and certainly no man of that description can say with propriety, 
Thave made my heart clean. The law of faith excludes all proud 


no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; for we have 


greatest of all sins. 
2. But Solomon’s question may be evangelically answ bred thus 
“The man in whom thy father David's prayer is answered, C7 cate 


oe “St. James’s direction Cleanse 2 your hands, ye sinners, and purily 
oe hearts, ye double-minded :-—The man W ho has obeyed God's 

command, Wash thy heart from i inigiity, that thou mayest be saved: 

Or the man referred to by our Lord, Matt. v. 8. Blessed are the 


pure in heart, for they shall sce God. That man, we : Say, can testi- 
fy to the honor of the blood w hich cleanse th from all stn, which has 2 


made his heart clean.” 


‘For there is not a man upon earth, that docth gone and 


not.” Eccl. vu. 20. | 
“Perhaps Solomon. here uses the w salad of an objector, as he 
waa dees verse 16, Be not rightcous over much, neither make 
thyself over wese, Vf so, the Wiseman Is not accountable for the truth 
ofthis assertion. 2. But if these are Solomon's own w ords, he might 
have the same meaning that Paul has, Rom. i. 23. All have stn- 


ned and come short of the glory of although: a Calvin- 


ist, g gives it this sense by referring to these words of the apestle. =e 


never errs, mistakes, and involuntary. comes of. 
doing all the ‘vood that he would do.” Perfect holiness docs not 
imply perfect knowledve. Either of the above may be considered 


—trine of perfect holiness. 


of unclean. lips, and dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 


bim. 


the: prophet; and hence his exclamation, Wo is me ! for: Tam undone. 


Also, a conviction oF hus, own sinfulness, aud the w ickedness of 


boasting, and if we say, with the temper of the Pharisee, that we have 


pride, and pharisaic pride too, W hich, 1 in the sight of God,. is —— 


m me a clean heart, O God :—The man who has properly rewarded. 


The original of this word sinueth, | Judves xx. 16, means fo. mass a 
mark. And if it be taken in that low sense here, the passages pera 
fectly agree with Christian. holiness ; for. there’ ts not a 
‘upon earth, that doeth good, .and not the mark; i, ev whose, 


a fair construction of the passaye : but Solomon did not mean to con=— 
tradict other Scriptures, Which in scores: of instances, assert the doc- 


Then said 1, Wo is met for am because 


for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 
This, passage is similar to Job xl. 5, sight of. the purity, 

“Bors and majesty of God, humbled. the prophet as in the dust before 
It was a common opinion with the Jews, that if.a man saw 


‘the Lord, he would die: this. appears to have keen the sentiment of 


| ‘ 
| | 
{ 
/ 
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neighbors, heightened his apprehensions probably he thought theford 
would destroy him and them together. But this passage proves 
nothing ayvainst Christian holiness ; for in the next verse but one we 
are told, a seraph said tohim, Thine eniquity ts taken away, and-thy 
sin is purged.” Isaiah was then a witness of instantaneous and com~ 
lete sanctification, 
‘But weare all as an unclean thing ,and all our riwhteoukneseds are 
filthy rags.” Isai. Ixiv. 6. 
‘This passage refers to the pharisaic righteousness of suhGinbled 
professors ; which may be called the rizhteousness of impenitent pride, 
rather than the richteousness of humble faith; and is the same with 
that which Paul compares to dung.” “Nothing can exceed the impu- 
rity and impiety of such a righteousness ; hence the strong expres- 
- sions used by the prophet and the apostle in denouncing it. But this 
has nothing to do with the evangelical righteousness of faith, for that 
isthe righteousness of the saints, and is compared to, < fine linen, 
clean anid white >” (Rev. xix. 8. )and is obtained b “ washing our 
robes, and making them white tn the blood of the Lamb. ” Rev. vii. 
© And Barnabas to take with: them John, when sur- 
name was Mark. But Paul thought not good to take. hind with then, - 
who departed from-them: from Pamphylia, and went not with them eS 
to the work. And the contention was so sharp between them, that een 
they departed asunder one from the other.” anor 
| Every contention is not sinful. The apostle | says himself, i 
a Contend for the faith. Be angry and sin not. It is good to be zeal- 
ously affected always in a good, thing.’ —Jesus Christ did not break 
_ the law of love, when he looked around with ANGER upon the Phare... © 
-isees ; being grieved for the hardness of their hearts. Nor does Mo- 
ses Cliarge sin upon God, where he says, ‘The Lord rooted them 
out of their land an anger, and an wrath, and in great indignation.” 
With respect to the word contention or provek- 
mg, it is used in a good, as well as a bad sense. Thus Heb. x. 24, 
We vead of CONTENTION, OF @ PROVOKING 
unto love and good works. 3. These apostles were holy men, but 
like all others, were imperfect in knowledge, and understanding ; and — 
as neither of them was, nor professed to be, inspired how to act ‘in 
this case, they differed in opinion. Each was fixed and sincere in — 
his own views, and each acted according to his own judgement. Btit ish 
as it is not.said, nor intimated, that: aither of them contended unchar- 
itably, or sinfully, the passage, has no bearing against the 
holiness. 
For we know that the 4s spiritual : “but I am sold 
under sin. For that which I do, I allow not: for what I would, that? \ 
— do q not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I 
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Wllustrations. 


would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then it is 
no more I| that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.. For I know that 


ime, (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
: fan with me ; but how to ‘perform that which is «ood [ find not. 
_ For the good that I would I do not; but the evil which I would’ not 
that I do. Now if I do that I woald not, itis no more | that do it, 


but sin that dwelleth in me. For I delight in the law of God dice 
the inward man. But I see another law In my members, warring 


against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my metnibets: O ‘wretched man that | am! who | 
shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then, with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. vii. M—25. 
__Perhaps no portion of scripture has been. wrested to the destruction. 
of souls, or at least to their unspeakable injury, more frequently than 
this. It is taken to mean, “ That no Christian can be holy in this 
Tife, since Paul, the chief of the apostles, is here representing bis 
present experience ; W It 1s presumption. for us to think 


_of advancing.” 
Against this interpretation, have the following objections. 


_ 1. ‘The whole passage exactly represents the exercises of a sinner 
-. under conviction of sin, but unconverted ; therefore, to say it repre-— 


sents the Christian’ S present. state, is the same as saying, that aw wennte 


ed sinners and converted souls, are in exactly the same state. - 

2. It represents Paul as being caragl, sold under sin, and‘ serving: 
Se the law of sin, when (Phil. ui. 15.) he professes Ciiristitit perfection, 

and says, To be carnally ‘minde ts. death—The carnal mind is 

against God, (Rom. vil. 6, 7. ) and reproves the 
for being carnal. 1 Core 8, 

3. This interpretation of the passage makes Paul represent himself ‘ 
_ as being sold under sin, in captivity to the law of sin, crying-out, 


Who shall deliver ime from the body of this death ? and ‘three verses 


afterwards proclaiming, the law of the Spur of life in Jesus Chrost — 


HATH MADE ME FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH, Al direct 


and positive. contradiction, according. to the above interpretation 5 


plainly evineing that the. above. was not the apostle’ s meaning. 
4. It represents the apostle as serving sin, consequently as being 


tame | child of the devil, a servant of sin, and in the way to destruction ; 
we read, He that commiteth sin is of the Servants. Ye AP 
to whom ye yield Bertie? servants to obey, whether of sin unto 


death, or of obedie ce unto right. OUSNESS. —The soul that sinneth, at. 


5. This inter pretation Paul céntradict himself, Moses, 


vid, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Danicl, Zephaniah, M alachs, 
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Peter, James, John, Jude, and -our Dlessed Lord; who all. hold up 


“the doctrine of holiness. ‘Therefore this constr uction of the passage 
cannot be true. 


But if the above is not. the meaning * of the: sincmil. our next in- 


— quiry is, What does he mean in the verse under consideration? We 


say, Paul is here representing his own past experience : perhaps what 
he felt during the three days after he was struck to the earth, and 
previous to his baptism, wherein he was without? sight,’ nerther did * 
eat nor drink. (Acts. ix. 4—18.) The passage also. describes” 
the past experience of every regenerate soul ; but the miserable apos- _ 
tate and awakened sinner, are the only characters who feel this to be 
their present experience. The principal objection that | have heard 
or read against this construction of tlre passage, is, The — uses 
the present tense. Tothis answer, 
1. The subject is introduced in the past tense, (Rom. vii. 7 .) and 
the past tense only is used until the fourteenth verse ; then, continu- 
ing the same subject, he changes the tense to the present, which he 
uses till the second verse in the next chapter, when, continuing the 
account of his experience, he again takes the past tense. “This 


— changing of the tense is common among sacred and_ profane writers ; 


and is Jone to heighten the interest which the reader takes in the 
Subject, being well calculated to make the. narrative more 


2. This hypotyposis, or relating tine in the present tense, wheth- 


_ er they are past or future, is common in the Bible. Gen. WNT, a 


Tread, Behold, leven, do bring (1. e. well bring, 120 years 
Alood upon the earth. to destroy all flesh.” Q Sam. xxii. 1, 35, 48." 
~ When the Lord had. delivered. David out of the hands’ of all his’ 

enemies, and given him. peace in all his borders, he spake the words ” 


of this | song. —He teacheth bi: e. he taught) my hands to war, so that 


a bow of steel is (i. e. was) broken by my arms :—It is God that 
avengeth (i. e. hath avenged me—and that bringeth (bath brought) 
me forth from mine enemies.’ Future things are often expressed | In» 
the present tense. Joel i. 6. 18, it is said, ett A nation ts (1. e. shall). 
come up. upon my land, strong, and. without number.—How do (1. e€. | 
will) the beasts groan | The herds of cattle are (i. e. shall be), wal 
plexed, because they have (i. e. shall have) no pasture. / 
if it is objected avainst this interpretation, ‘That. this experi- | 
ence is attended with delight in the law of God after the inward 
man; which no unconverted: soul feels:” T answer, 1. The Pharisees 
for a season rejoiced in the burning and shining light of John the 
baptist. 2. Herod heard him with delight, and. did many things by 
way of obedience. And 3. Awakened sinners generally have a kind 
of Penitential delight prayer, reading the Bible and other good | 
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books: 3 in meditation, hearing sermons Christian conversation, — 


But this is no proof that the Pharisees, Herod, or such penitents, 


have passed from death unto life. 


\ 


{be ‘auty of holiness... 


This passage, therefore affords no support to the Antinomian, or 
carnal professor. — Butas Samson, who was, taken to make sport ‘for 


his enemies, pulled down their temple over their heads ; so this’ scrip=. 
ae ture, brought to. buoy up the unholy in their hopes of lizaven, if prep= 


erly understood, demolislies all hope of heaven, without present, pers 
fect holiness ; by showing that what they calla Christian experience, 


is the experience e of one w fio is yetan heir of w rath, and a candidate | 


for though struggling: to get in the: way of life. 


| 


For the Guide to Cheistinn Per fection. 
MEDI PATION ON HOLINES 


worship Gadi in the beauty of holine *s3—Psalm xevn. 9, 


What a delichtful theme does this pasege of holy writ afd lor 
meditation. 


nature,O- my “Goa is pure and is this 
that sheds. a ‘vlorious lustre over all the other pe Hfeetions of thy na- 
~ture. Well may adoring anvels cry, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God al-. 


mighty! Ttas this) that renders thee the object of rev erence, love and 


delight. Thy holiness is immutable. Thou art in holie 
ness ever thy dispensations may chanee. bile thy. works lully 
thy power, w isdom and des ins—holiness is stamped 
all—shines forth in all. Thy Providences are iall holy. and to 


promote holiness throughout Creation. . Thy blessed word is holy! 
a fountain of holinéss—an overflowing | source of holy truth streaming 
out and beaming forth toy mlumine our darkness, to cheer our «loom. 


Although as sinners we. fear and tremble view of. thy Koliness—~ 


smitiny our breasts we exclaim, Wo be unto us, pollute d creatures ! 


All the divine ordinances are fitted to promote lioliness inw ard and, 
ard holiness. my. soul, cone and. worship the Lord in- the 


‘Every act ef worship should ba holy. Well we pray the 
language of the poet—> 


I 


we havé scen the Lord in Whither shall we flee from. his. 
presence, or whither shall we hide ourselves from his holy, all se 
et a voice of -nrere y comes forth from these holy 
cles: holy: as checring, Be there fore holy, for the Lord your. 
holy”? is the will of God, even your “sanctilieation.” 


4 
4 
y ‘ 
5 
- 


tar 
> 
abe 
> 
‘ 
a 


* 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“ Let every act of worship be, — 
Like our espous:ls, lord, to thee ; 
Like the blest hour, when, from above, | 
We, first received the pledge of love,” 


Inspire thou the thoughts of our hearts, that we may truly worship 


in the beauty of holiness. Let my heart be pure, my thoughts holy, 


my feelings and exercises conformable to thy. nature thy avenly 


perfection. 


QO! there is a beauty, an. and transcendently clorious 
beauty, in thy manifested perfections, O my God! It shines in its 


most lovely form in the person aud character of my Saviour. 


“ Here the whole Deity is known, 
Nor dares a creature rUrss 

Which of the glories brightest shone, 
The justice or the grace. 


Truth is justice hol y, goodness and arace hol must be 


ike him. IT must be conformed to the of the Son of God. 
~must choose him in preference to all beside ; love him as an object. | 
of infinite delight, My feelings must centre here, and be fixed, * no. 


more to rove.” ‘Then shall | “worship i In spiritand in trath. Allm 
ransomed powers shall be employed to worship in the beauty of ho- 


-liness. Then will there be a simplicity, fitness, asymmetry, amoral 
grandeur, in the notions and exercises of my soul i all its acts of 
ly worship. A-calm and heavenly peace, a self possession, a holy 
resignation, a steady reliance and unshaken trust. in him, who will 
keep the soul j in perfeet peace and security. Now, O my God, dost 
thou not call me from the innermost temple. of thy holiness, to come 
and, worship thee in the beauty of holiness. feeble soul stretches 
her wings to fly at thy bidding—to come at thy invitation. “My first 


act is to bow to thy mhindates, accept the soul cheering invitation. 


Beautify my) soul and ny: acts swith thy salvation, will rejoice | 
in thy holiness. al 


‘TO OUR. CORRESPONDENTS. 


“We under 6: our ‘friends have’ furnished matter. 
for our pages, and we most earnestly request the continu: ince of their fa vors, We 
had the misfortune. to lose what communications. we had om hand with the excep: | 


tion of those selected for the August nuiwber; we are therefore Wacky the nec cessity 
of calling on our friends for immediate hie Ip. 
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